MAKING DIFFERENT KINDS OF DANCE MOVES IN TORONTO
Arts News Release – Friday, May 10, 2013


TORONTO, ON…  Not content to follow the traditional process of pursuing umbrella dance organizations to produce their work, emerging choreographers/dancers Kate Nankervis, originally from Timmins, ON, and Simon Renaud, originally from Gatineau, QC, are making different kinds of dance moves in the Toronto scene. They are doing something unique by self-producing “she was,” a collaborative arts event. “Indie artists like us have so much enthusiasm to share our art. Rather than wait for someone else to showcase us, we are shining the spotlight on our own work! It may actually re-shape how shows look and feel in the future, as a result. Besides making solid business sense, collaboration among artists creates an environment that fosters creativity and support, and the opportunity to move ideas and projects to fruition.”
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 “she was” will present not only Nankervis’s and Renaud’s new dance works, the Toronto premiere of “only place” and the World Premiere of “les reines orphelines,” but also the work of fellow artists, based in Toronto. Artists collaborating with Nankervis and Renaud are dancers Joanie Audet (Laval, Québec) and Jasmine Inns (Ottawa, ON), musicians Isla Craig and Melissa Lauren (Toronto, ON) and Lisa Conway (Quick, BC), visual artist Sarah Smith (Québec City, QC) and designers Simon Rossiter (London, ON) and John Thompson (Toronto, ON).  

Kate Nankervis performs her solo dance work, “only place,” a character study of a lone woman left behind with kept secrets, lovers loved and lives lived. “Through a series of imaginary encounters,” Nankervis explains, “Her perception of reality is constantly shifting.  She has not left her room in for what we know is a very long time. She remembers the world she dreamt for herself and times she shared with someone else.” Production Design is by Simon Rossiter, Lighting Effects are by John Thompson, Sound Design by Linedrawing and Outside Eye by Heidi Strauss. Award-winning Strauss is a strong supporter of Nankervis: “With a mix of intuition and intelligence, Kate Nankervis brings a fresh voice to contemporary performance work. Her choreography considers the whole picture, the whole person it is who performs, and as a result creates a full experience for the audience. She is one to watch.”

Simon Renaud choreographs “les reines orphelines” for performers Joanie Audet and Jasmine Inns, who explore two women’s very different pursuits of defining reality - reality of feelings, relationships, betrayal. He explains, “In this dance, I am trying to ask the audience a question: Is a woman wearing lip stick, eye shadow and tight clothes to become the man’s object of desire to please him or, the other way around, to overpower him. There are two women in the space, and both have specific paths. They interact with each other only through objects on stage and through the avoidance of each other. Their path to find out who they are in relation to the unseen ‘man’ is full of mystery.” Production design is by Simon Rossiter, with Set/Props assistance by Yvan Semenowycz.  Tedd Robinson, of Ten Gates Dancings, says, "By putting on the public stage ordinary things made extraordinary, Simon Renaud shows us intelligent imagery of the everyday." 
“she was” shows are Thursday – Saturday, May 16 – 18, 2013, 8 p.m., at The Citadel, 304 Parliament Street, Toronto. Tickets are $20 ($15 for seniors, students and members of Canadian Dance Alliance - CDA, Canadian Alliance of Dance Artists – CADA, and Toronto Association of Performing Arts – TAPA) at shewasperformance@gmail.com. @katherosdancer & @simonrenaud1. See https://www.facebook.com/pges/she-was/385626338201141 and http://www.katherosinmotion.ca/she-was.           
—end—

Media Call – for cameras to record footage or photograph: 
Monday, May 13, 11am, The Citadel, 304 Parliament Street, Toronto ON M5A 3A4 (RSVP to lauriemurphy@rogers.com)

Photos – top banner: Kate Nankervis and Simon Renaud – photo by Yoann Malnati; bottom banner:  
Joanie Audet & Jasmine Inns performing “les les reines orphelines” – photo by Omer Yuksuker; Kate Nankervis performing “only place” – photo by CatsFive (VIDEO at http://www.katherosinmotion.ca/only-place.html).

Backgrounders: 1) Description in French AND 2) Biographies of Artists

Media Contact / Contact des médias : 
Laurie Murphy
647 883 8460
lauriemurphy@rogers.com AND shewasperformance@gmail.com

Backgrounders

1) Announce publique (Communiqué de presse disponible en français sure demande) : 
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“she was” est un évènement de collaboration artistique produit par les chorégraphes Kate Nankervis et Simon Renaud qui présenteront de nouvelles créations, « only place » et « les reines orphelines »,  le travail sur scène de deux interprètes féminines (Joanie Audet, Jasmine Inns), de musiciennes (Isla Craig, Lisa Conway, Melissa Lauren) et d’artistes visuels (Sarah Smith), Jeudi – Samedi, 16-18 may, 2013, 8 p.m., The Citadel’ 304 Parliament Street, Toronto. Les billets sont 15$ - 20 et peuvent être réservés à shewasperformance@gmail.com. Suivez les sur Twitter #shewas@katerhosdancer & @simonrenaud1. Sur Facebook, regardez https://www.facebook.com/pages/she-was/385626338201141. Pour plus d’information aller à l’adresse suivante http://www.katherosinmotion.ca/she-was.
 
2) Biographies of Performing Artists:
Kate Nankervis As an indie artist, Kate founded Katheros in Motion in 2012 as a platform for her work as dancer, choreographer and teacher.  Her dancing has taken her to USA, Brazil, Europe and across Canada. She works with adelheid dance projects as rehearsal assistant and is a co-director of the Toronto Dance Community Love- In.  (www.katherosinmotion.ca). 

Simon Renaud is a graduate of The School of Dance’s contemporary dance program in Ottawa. He interned for the Toronto Dance Theatre for the 2010-2011 season and was a member of Dancemakers from 2011-2013 seasons. Simon presented his first choreographic work at Ottawa Dance Directive: Series Dance 10 Variation d'une couleur (2012). He was invited for a residency during the winter 2012 by the Ottawa Dance Directive where he created Me Them You, the inspiration of the project “les reines orphelines,” premiering in May 2013 at The Citadel in Toronto.

Jasmine Inns graduated from The Modern Dance Training Program at the School of Dance in Ottawa. She has worked with Toronto company Tilt sound + motion as a dancer and choreographer featuring her work jack. Currently she dances for Dancing Sursaut in Sherbrooke and Ottawa Dance Directive (ODD) dancing for Yvonne Coutts, Noam Gagnon and Tedd Robinson creating roles in The Wonderful World of Pigeons, Human Enclosure, and Charles' Shirt which premiered in January 2013.

Joanie Audet moved to Toronto to attend The School of Toronto Dance Theatre.  Audet has performed works by Marc Boivin, Dancemakers, Danny Grossman, Susanna Hood, Christopher House, Sasha Ivanochko, Sharon B. Moore, and Julia Sasso. Audet is a member of the Lucky Penny Dance Collective. 

Musician Isla CraigThe strata and striations of Isla Craig are coloured by her love of early vocal music, R&B, and traditional Scottish folk music. Isla's other musical pursuits include making R&B jams in OG Melody, playing reggae tunes in New Civilizations, and experimenting & collaborating with improvisors, dancers, artists, and thinkers. She had some world-wide love as the vocalist for Toronto psyche/ trip hop outfit the Deeep (Not Not Fun/ 100% silk). (http://islacraig.bandcamp.com/)

Musician Lisa Conway is a vocalist, songwriter, and composer based in Toronto. Raised in the mountains of Northern British Columbia, and a graduate of York University's Bachelor of Fine Arts Honours program, Lisa has studied composition, contemporary improvisation, and violin, with Casey Sokol, Matt Brubeck, and Oliver Schroer. She has composed for and collaborated with filmmakers, dancers, and performance artists - recent collaborations have premiered at the Montreal Fringe Festival, the Harbourfront Centre, the imagineNATIVE Film Festival, the Art Gallery of Mississauga, and the Goethe Institute's The Future of Mobility 2012. Currently, she writes, tours and performs with Toronto band Del Bel.

Musician Melissa Lauren is an accomplished young singer and songwriter making her mark on the Canadian music scene. With a strong influence in jazz and blues, Melissa has developed an original style of her own melting together old school sounds with modern flare. (www.melissalaurenmusic.ca).

Visual Artist Sarah Smith lives and works in Québec City, Québec, where she recently completed her Bachelor’s degree in visual arts at Université Laval. This emerging artist works in performance art, installation and drawing. Her process is intuitive even more it is instinctive. She presents her intimacy to the viewer, threw intertwining and collapsing lines, words and actions. She also represents one-fifth of Cornet3boules, a collective of artists that works towards creating a platform for emerging Canadian and Quebecois performance artists to be seen. (www.sarahsmithart.wordpress.com).






